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LLIIMMIITT  OOFF  LLIIAABBIILLIITTYY//DDIISSCCLLAAIIMMEERR  OOFF  WWAARRRRAANNTTYY::  TTHHEE  PPUUBBLLIISSHHEERR  AANNDD  TTHHEE  AAUUTTHHOORR  MMAAKKEE  NNOO  RREEPP--
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LLIIMMIITTAATTIIOONN  WWAARRRRAANNTTIIEESS  OOFF  FFIITTNNEESSSS  FFOORR  AA  PPAARRTTIICCUULLAARR  PPUURRPPOOSSEE..  NNOO  WWAARRRRAANNTTYY  MMAAYY  BBEE  CCRREE--
AATTEEDD  OORR  EEXXTTEENNDDEEDD  BBYY  SSAALLEESS  OORR  PPRROOMMOOTTIIOONNAALL  MMAATTEERRIIAALLSS..  TTHHEE  AADDVVIICCEE  AANNDD  SSTTRRAATTEEGGIIEESS  CCOONN--
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CCOOMMPPEETTEENNTT  PPRROOFFEESSSSIIOONNAALL  PPEERRSSOONN  SSHHOOUULLDD  BBEE  SSOOUUGGHHTT..  NNEEIITTHHEERR  TTHHEE  PPUUBBLLIISSHHEERR  NNOORR  TTHHEE
AAUUTTHHOORR  SSHHAALLLL  BBEE  LLIIAABBLLEE  FFOORR  DDAAMMAAGGEESS  AARRIISSIINNGG  HHEERREEFFRROOMM..  TTHHEE  FFAACCTT  TTHHAATT  AANN  OORRGGAANNIIZZAATTIIOONN
OORR  WWEEBBSSIITTEE  IISS  RREEFFEERRRREEDD  TTOO  IINN  TTHHIISS  WWOORRKK  AASS  AA  CCIITTAATTIIOONN  AANNDD//OORR  AA  PPOOTTEENNTTIIAALL  SSOOUURRCCEE  OOFF  FFUURR--
TTHHEERR  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN  DDOOEESS  NNOOTT  MMEEAANN  TTHHAATT  TTHHEE  AAUUTTHHOORR  OORR  TTHHEE  PPUUBBLLIISSHHEERR  EENNDDOORRSSEESS  TTHHEE  IINNFFOORR--
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12 Part I: A Blast of Flash 

� AAnniimmaattee  ggrraapphhiiccss  aanndd  mmaakkee  oobbjjeeccttss  aappppeeaarr  aanndd  ddiissaappppeeaarr  bbyy  uussiinngg
tthhee  ttrraannssppaarreennccyy  ffeeaattuurree..  Objects can move, get bigger or smaller, or
rotate. Flash also lets you morph — that is, transform — shapes into new
shapes.

� FFiillll  sshhaappeess  aanndd  tteexxtt  wwiitthh  ggrraaddiieennttss,, wwhhiicchh  aarree  ccoolloorrss  tthhaatt  ggrraadduuaallllyy
cchhaannggee  iinnttoo  nneeww  ccoolloorrss.. You can even fill shapes and text with bitmap
images that you import into Flash. For example, you could fill the
letters of your name with dozens of flowers. (You aren’t a flower child
any more?)

� CCrreeaattee  WWeebb  ppaaggee  bbuuttttoonnss  tthhaatt  nnoott  oonnllyy  lleeaadd  yyoouurr  vviieewweerrss  wwhheerreevveerr
yyoouu  wwaanntt  tthheemm  ttoo  ggoo  bbuutt  aallssoo  cchhaannggee  sshhaappee  oorr  ccoolloorr  aatt  tthhee  ssaammee  ttiimmee..
You can make buttons change when you pass your mouse over them.
People who view your page can click a button to display a movie (anima-
tion) or start a small application.

� AAdddd  ssoouunndd  oorr  vviiddeeoo  ttoo  yyoouurr  mmoovviiee.. It’s easy to add sound effects in
Flash. You can control how long the sound or music plays and whether
it loops to play continuously. You can play video files as well.

� CCrreeaattee  mmeennuuss  tthhaatt  vviieewweerrss  ccaann  uussee  ttoo  nnaavviiggaattee  yyoouurr  ssiittee..  You can
create navigation tools as well as forms, check boxes, and other inter-
face elements that look a lot more stylish than plain HTML ones.

As you can see, you can go far with Flash if you want. And why not? It’s
great fun!

Determining When Not to Use Flash CS4
If Flash CS4 is so wonderful, why doesn’t every Web site designer use it? Why
aren’t most Web sites created completely with Flash?

Here’s the other side of the story.

Although the vector graphics and animation of Flash load quickly, they don’t
load as quickly as plain text and simple graphics. Adding a movie to your
Web page creates some overhead. There’s no point in using Flash if you want
simple pages consisting of mostly text and a few graphics that you want to
stay put and not move.

You can create certain graphic effects more easily by using bitmap graphics.
Painted brush stroke and textured effects are examples. Artists create these
types of graphics by using graphics editing software, and the results are
bitmaps. Similarly, to add photographs to your Web page, you need to scan
the photographs as bitmaps. Flash creates vector graphics (defined mathe-
matically), which are different from bitmap graphics (defined by lots of dots).
However, you can import bitmap graphics into Flash. Find out more about
bitmap and vector graphics in Chapter 2.
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